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he Georgia Chapter of the Air & Waste Management Association convened it’s
Annual Environmental Conference and Awards Ceremony on September 13 at the
Gwinnett Civic and Cultural Center. Morning activities included our Keynote Address, and an
informative Panel Discussion. The sit down luncheon included a fascinating luncheon address, plus
the presentation of Environmental Awards and the Chapter’s Scholarship award. In the afternoon, we
split up into two concurrent sessions, one concentrating on waste issues and the other on air issues.
Conference organizers were encouraged to see that attendance was good, given that the conference
followed the events of September 11th by only two days. Although the mood was appropriately somber,
a great deal of useful and important information was shared among the environmental professionals in
attendance, and the feedback received was uniformly positive.
A brief summary of the day’s activities follows:

Morning Session
Summary by Karen Dorman, Global Environmental Solutions and
Della Ridley, Solvay Pharmaceuticals

Keynote Address
Russell Wright, Acting Deputy Regional Administrator for US
EPA Region 4, presented the Keynote Address. He provided a
broad view of regulatory programs and then went in to detail
regarding many of the “hot” issues within each regulatory program.
He spoke in detail about water quality, air quality, waste management,
and pollution prevention initiatives. Everyone benefited from his
explanation of the big picture. Those with particular technical
concerns also benefited from his detailed explanations of key
regulatory requirements - very practical knowledge.

Russell Wright
Acting Deputy Regional
Administrator for US EPA Region 4
Continued on Page 2
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Air & Waste Management Association
Newsletter is a quarterly publication of The
Georgia Chapter of the Air & Waste
Management Association.
Our mission is to promote a cleaner, safer
environment in Georgia by focusing on air and
waste issues. We achieve our mission
through information transfer, technology
exchange, education and environmental
leadership.
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z

Comments or questions about this newsletter
or any of the functions of Air & Waste
Management Association are encouraged.
Articles printed in the Air & Waste
Management Associations Newsletter are
intended solely to provide the reader with
information on topical issues and to spur
discussion on these issues. They do not
constitute legal advice and do not attempt to
offer solutions to specific problems. Neither
Air & Waste Management Association nor any
of the contributors to this newsletter are
responsible for any loss or damage incurred
by any part as a result of reliance on any
information provided herein.
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z

Chick Krautler set the stage for the
discussion by contrasting the
growth and economic prosperity the
region faces against the resultant
environmental and natural resource
challenges. Since 1990, one million
new residents have moved to the
Atlanta area, and the metro area will
continue to see similar growth.
David Word, Assistant Director of
Georgia EPD, gave a statewide and
region-by-region overview of the
environmental issues facing
Georgia. He covered water supply,
water quality, hazardous waste cleanup, air quality (particularly in the
metro-Atlanta and coastal areas),
and land use decisions to
accommodate population growth.
Although the North Georgia
Mountain area has traditionally been
less developed, they are now facing
water supply issues and, especially
because of the proximity of the
Smoky Mountains, air quality
concerns. Air quality continues to
be an issue for the metro-Atlanta
area, as well as water supply and
water quality issues. For the Fall
Line area, the issues are water supply
and air quality (particularly in
Columbus, Macon, and Augusta).
Agricultural water use, which affects
the Flint River basin and is resulting
in salt water intrusion in some

coastal areas, was identified as a
concern in Southern Georgia.
z

Steve Ewald, Environmental
Principal with Georgia Power,
provided an industry prospective in
meeting these challenges. Mr. Ewald
indicated the issues cannot be dealt
with separately, especially since a
balance needs to be made between
air, water, and other impacts. The
solutions to these challenges will not
be simple.

z

Tom Nissalke with Hartsfield
Atlanta International Airport,
outlined environmental and related
programs initiated in conjunction
with the fifth runway project that is
scheduled to be completed in late
2005. These projects include
encouraging pollution prevention in
the construction projects, moving to
the use of inherently low emission
vehicles (natural gas and electric
powered), streambed improvements,
and wetlands mitigation projects.

z

Russell Wright was also a panelist,
and built on his Keynote remarks by
indicating that even regulators are
facing challenges, particularly in
justifying what is needed to meet
goals and in providing the science
to support the recommended
regulations.

Panelists, from left: David Word, Russell Wright, Chick Krautler
(not shown: Tom Nissalke, Steve Ewald)

Afternoon Air Session
Summary by Session Moderator Brian Soucy, Global Environmental Solutions

The afternoon air session included
speakers from industry, as well as from
the Georgia Environmental Protection
Division (Georgia EPD), and the
United States Environmental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA).
z

Jimmy Johnston from the
Georgia EPD provided a Georgia
air regulatory update. Georgia
EPD expects that additional areas
will be designated as nonattainment with the 8-hour ozone
standard. In addition, preliminary
results for PM2.5 indicate the entire
State has had exceedances.
In addition, Mr. Johnston provided
information on the status of both
Title V per mitting and
construction permitting. On Title
V, Georgia EPD is approximately
50 percent complete on issuing
permits. However, they have seen
increased activity among
environmental
groups
commenting on draft Title V
permits and opposing Title V
permits. In addition, Georgia
EPD is being sued as a result of
not meeting the schedule for
issuing Title V permits. This
increased focus has resulted in
extended construction permitting
schedules. Georgia EPD is
currently advising industry to
submit non-PSD air permit
applications a minimum of six
months before construction and
PSD permit applications a
minimum of twelve months
before construction.

z

System (EMS) at a large surface
coating facility. In particular Mr.
Hart explained how the EMS had
been integrated into the
operations with responsibilities
delegated to the lowest level
possible. This has resulted in
operating personnel and managers
being responsible for managing
compliance on a day-to-day basis.
In addition, Textron has
developed various software
systems and databases to facilitate
maintenance of the data for
demonstrating compliance.

Brian Hart of Textron
Automotive Company in
Americus, Georgia spoke about
the Environmental Management

z

Lee Page of the U.S. EPA
provided an update on the federal
air toxics requirements. EPA
expects that the MACT hammer
provision of Section 112(j) may
require case-by-case MACT
determinations for certain source
categories if the MACT standards
are not promulgated. In addition,
Mr. Page provided information on
the new area source categories to
be regulated and the source
categories that have been delisted.
Additional information on these
topics is available at Region IV’s
air toxics website at www.epa.gov/
region4/air/airtoxic.

z

Dick Dubose of the U.S. EPA
provided an update on federal
enforcement priorities. U.S. EPA
is focusing enforcement on
possible significant violations of
New Source Review and
Prevention of Significant
Deterioration at coal-fired utilities,
refineries, pulp and paper, and iron
and steel mini-mills. EPA’s
position is that life extension
projects at utilities should go
through PSD.

Other core programs include
additional industry sectors for
New Source Review and
Prevention of Significant
Deterioration, air toxics violations,
and problems with Title V
certifications. EPA is also
continuing with multi-media
inspections and environmental
justice complaints.
On Title V certifications, Mr.
Dubose stated that the format
utilized by the per mitting
authority should be used. In
addition, Mr. Dubose stated that
numerous details on how
continuous compliance was
evaluated should be included.

Jimmy Johnson
Georgia EPD Air Branch
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Environmental Conference Awards
Ceremony 2001
Summary by Tom Bills, Rindt-McDuff Associates

2001 Scholarship Award
The Georgia Chapter is pleased to continue our Scholarship Awards
Program, which is intended to recognize and reward promising
graduate students in Georgia. Candidates for the awards are
pursuing original research in an area relevant to the mission of the
Chapter, and which has the potential to lead to advances in the
environmental sciences. Winners are given the opportunity to
summarize their project for conference attendees, and also receive
a monetary award. This year, the Scholarship Award amount was
$2,000, the largest award amount to date.
Emory University Department of Epidemiology Graduate Student
Kristina Metzger received the Georgia Chapter’s annual
scholarship, for her research in the area of public health and the
environment. Her winning paper is entitled “Cardiovascular Morbidity
and Ambient Air Pollution in Atlanta.”

GA Chapter Chair Della Ridley (l) and Education
Committee Chair Joe Rozza (r) Present the ìBig
Checkî to Scholorship winner Kristina Metzger

2001 Environmental Awards
Each year, the Georgia Chapter presents Environmental Awards to industrial firms or other organizations whose activities
serve to go beyond environmental compliance to result in tangible environmental improvements. As has been the case
in the past, there were many strong nominees from around the state, and it was a difficult choice for the Awards
Committee. This year’s winners are as follows:

z

Lafarge Group Cement Division (formerly Blue Circle
Cement) was awarded a Certificate of Achievement for their
system which allows the burning of scrap tires in the
production of portland cement. This program removes over
400,000 scrap tires per year from the solid waste stream and
landfills, replaces nearly 5,000 tons of coal fuel per year, with
annual savings of nearly $200,000, and yields lower NOX
emissions than the coal it replaces.

Lafarge Group Process Engineer Tony Perry (l)
accepts Certificate from Awards Committee
Chair Sean Nicholl of Rindt-McDuff
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z

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company’s
considerable efforts at Pollution Prevention/
Waste Minimization were acknowledged by
the Chapter this year. Among others, these
efforts included elimination of chromic acid
anodizing, installation of reverse osmosis
treatment allowing recycling and reuse of
approximately 600,000 gallons per day (gpd)
of wastewater effluent, and incentive
programs and installation of on-site paper
compacting equipment which steadily increase
the tonnage of office paper recycling.

z

Lockheed Martin also won the award for
on of their two Awards from Sean Nicholl
Air: Major Source Compliance Program,
based on a variety of successful programs,
including replacement of Methyl Ethyl Ketone (MEK) with non-HAP solvents, such as acetone, which has
significantly reduced VOC emissions. Vapor degreasing using Trichloroethylene (TCE) has been replaced entirely
by a non-hazardous cleaning process using detergents. A new Low NOX boiler, emitting 70% less NOX than its
predecessor, has been installed in the facility’s industrial steam plant. A second Low NOX boiler will be added in
the near future.

z

Yamaha Motor Manufacturing Corp. was recognized for their Pollution Prevention/ Waste Minimization efforts,
which include: Replacement of solvent-based metal coating processes with electrostatic deposition base coat and
powder top coat processes, resulting in
reductions in VOC emissions of 30 tpy,
reduced wastewater treatment requirements
and elimination of lead from the plant’s waste
stream; Implementation of a distillation system
yielding a 73% reduction (25,500 gallons/yr)
of Methyl Ethyl Ketone (MEK) and paint
hazardous waste, with an annual savings of
$126,000; Landfilled solid waste per vehicle
manufactured has been reduced by 40%, with
the associated cost savings earmarked for
community improvement activities, employee
re-enforcement, and funding for further waste
reduction and recycling activities.
Yamaha EH&S Manager, Jodie Jackowiec (l) and

James Kohler, Lockheed Martinís EH&S Site Director, (l) receives

Chapter Awards Committee Chair Sean Nicholl
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Afternoon Waste Session
Summary by Session Moderator Sam Mason, General Mills
z

Jennifer Kaduck, Chief,
Hazardous Waste Management
Branch, GA EPD provided an
update of Georgia’s HSRA
Program. There are currently 533
sites in the most recently updated
Hazardous Sites Inventory List.
Cleanupof 179,000 tons of
hazardous wastes has been
accomplished since HSRA’s
inception in 1994. Investigation
and cleanup have been completed
on 124 sites. The GA EPD has
accomplished these cleanups and
ongoing investigation and
remediation with a total
expenditure of approximately $81
million. Funding of EPD’s
Pollution Prevention Assistance
Division (P2AD) is accomplished
through the hazardous waste
program. Funding of site
cleanups is a serious issue and is
being actively debated in the
Georgia legislature.

in the state of Georgia. Staffing is
comprised of engineers and
scientists with expertise in waste
minimization, resource recovery,
recycling, and conser vation.
P 2 AD staff also works with
resources provided from Georgia
Tech and the University of
Georgia. They can provide
inspection assistance, engineering
advice, technology evaluation, and
provide a means of determining
appropriate solutions for
industrial pollution concerns.
Because they are not an
enforcement arm of the EPD,
their involvement does not
transfer information or data to the
agency. Many companies have
used P2AD. This assistance can
be accompanied by public
promotion through programs like
the Governor’s Award Program,
or the information can be
completely private. P2AD can also
offer assistance in the area of
environmental management,
through a systems approach to
pollution prevention.
z

Jennifer Kaduck
Chief, Hazardous
Waste Management
Branch, GA EPD
z
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Judy Adler of the P 2 AD
explained that this arm of GA
EPD is available to all businesses

Joel Dicks of Southwire
Corporation presented a case
study describing how Southwire
has taken a Pollution Prevention
management system from the
upper management to the worker
on the manufacturing floor. Their
efforts have won Pollution
Prevention awards for their waste
reduction successes.
The
philosophy employed by
Southwire
is
that
any
manufacturing waste actually
represents a process defect. The

Joel Dicks
Southwire Corporation

goal of manufacturing is to
produce quality products with
zero defects. Examples are cable
manufacturing without the need
for cable reels, waste carbon
reductions from 70,000 pounds
per year to less than 28,000
pounds per year. This year they
will celebrate environmental
awareness and participation by
giving over 100 monetary awards
to employees participating in the
program.
z

Philip Hendershot of Camp,
Dresser, & McKee explained that
EPA’s RCRA Corrective Action
Program has evolved through
issuance of guidance documents,
in the absence of final regulations.
The current challenge in
remediation of waste sites is to
make appropriate use of existing
guidance. EPA has encouraged
this evolution of site cleanup goals
to emphasize efficient use of
technology. The objective is to
accomplish cleanups using Fast ,
Focused and Flexible cleanup
methodology. This includes the
use of presumptive remedies, fast
tracked investigation, and
performance-based remedies.

Luncheon Address
Dr. Howard Frumkin, MD, DrPH, Chair of the Department of Environmental &
Occupational Health at the Rollins School of Public Health at Emory University, provided
an extremely interesting and entertaining overview of the health effects of urban sprawl.
He began by outlining a chronology of the evolution of urbanization, along with the
variety of human health problems associated with each stage of urban development
through the centuries. This historical overview culminated with a discussion of the modern
style of urbanization we’ve come to know as urban sprawl. Dr. Frumkin described a
wide variety of health problems which may be caused by, or made worse by, the way that
cities and suburban communities are developing. These include increased incidence of

Dr. Frumkin

obesity and Type II diabetes associated with inactivity and the need to drive rather than
walk to local destinations. All of this driving also leads to air quality impacts, and increases levels of stress while
decreasing the “livability” of an area. He concluded by describing some of the ways in which urban land
planners are modifying their thinking to meet some of these challenges.

The AWMA GA Chapter is pleased to be a Co-Sponsor of the:

Topics Include:
G e o rgia W ate r & Po llutio n C o ntro l A sso ciatio n 's
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Wastewater Treatment & O&M
Stormwater
Remediation
Compliance, Management, & ISO 14000
Pollution Prevention/Waste Minimization
Laboratory Issues
Watersheds and TMDLs
Air Quality Issues
* Training
* Hazardous Waste Management

2002
In d u s t r ia l
P o llu t io n C o n t r o l
C o n fe r e n c e & E x p o
M arch 19- 20, 2002 * C o b b - G alle ria C e n tre

For more information see www.gwpca.org or call 770-618-8690.
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Message From The Chair
By Della Ridley
Solvay Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
As I write this, it has been one month since we watched
in horror – since we lost our innocence – since our lives
were drastically changed. My company now has a new
travel policy, new security procedures and a disaster relief
fund. In reading about the cleanup efforts, I am reminded
of the important role of our profession. Environmental
and Safety & Health professionals are monitoring inside
and outside of buildings, and providing guidance on
remediation measures to protect workers and residents in
the affected areas. It is our expertise that is being called
upon to help people and businesses get back into their
buildings and try to resume what was abruptly halted on
September 11, 2001.
Our leaders have urged us to get back to life as usual and
we’ve done so (albeit with a renewed sense of patriotism
and a little more caution). Accordingly, the participation
and attendance at our annual conference was its usual
success. This is principally due to the tireless efforts of
the Conference Committee – Great job! And a special
thank you to all those who presented at the conference.
With the caliber of speakers, mix of presentations & panel
discussion, environmental awards and their winners, and
variety of professional exhibitors, this was truly our best
conference ever. Thanks again to all that helped make
this conference exceptional! I’m proud to be an
environmental professional and associated with the
Georgia Chapter of AWMA!

Conference Sponsors
& Exhibitors

Cool Communities

Mercury Waste Solutions, Inc.

Send your comments or questions to:

Sean Nicholl, P.E. - Editor
Rindt-McDuff Associates, Inc.
334 Cherokee Street
Marietta, Georgia 30060
Tel: (770) 427-8123
Fax: (770) 425-8930

Mission
To promote a
cleaner, safer AD
environment in
Georgia by focusing on
air and waste issues. We
achieve this through
information transfer,
technology exchange,
education, and environmental
leadership.
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